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March 23, 2005 

 

RE: Preauthorization 

 

Dear Health Care Provider: 

 

Reference is made to the prior communication of January 31, 2005, wherein issues regarding 

“Medical Utilization Screening” were addressed.  At that time we advised you about Senate File 

number SF0082, which if passed would allow the Division authority for preauthorization.  

 

We are delighted to inform you that this legislation was passed with an effective date of July 1, 

2005.  Specifically, W.S. § 27-14-601 was amended to incorporate the following language: 

 

  “(o)  The division pursuant to its rules and regulations may issue a  

 determination of preauthorization for an injured worker’s nonemergency  

 hospitalization, surgery or other specific medical care, subject to the following:” 

 

Please know that we will be working to develop criteria and protocol so as to promulgate rules 

and regulations to effectuate this process, hopefully to everyone’s benefit.  Our research of other 

Workers’ Compensation programs validates that a great deal of due diligence must be exercised 

to ensure this initiative’s successful and equitable implementation.  Responsiveness to health 

care providers and optimizing the division’s case management abilities are obviously 

instrumental to success.  At this juncture our strategy will be to adopt a methodical approach, 

utilize the Medical Commission’s guidance and counsel whenever warranted, and probably 

sequence the implementation of criteria in phases.   

 

We will keep you posted as to the progress relevant to preauthorization.  Please know that your 

comments and feedback are welcomed at any time.   

 

Best regards, 

 

 

     Sincerely, 

 
     Gary W. Child 

     Administrator 


